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Books and Papers  
 
The Prevalence of Grandparenthood 
In the late 1990's, nationally representative data 
on household and family structure became 
available which provided a picture of the 
prevalence and nature of modern 
grandparenthood. Grundy et al. in 1997-98 
established a framework of kin exchanges. The 
study provided the first national data on the 
prevalence of grandparenthood, showing (for 
example) that 44% of 50-59 year olds, and 71% 
of 60-69 year olds in 1997-98 were 
grandparents.  
Other data of interest:  

• Nearly 1 in 4 grandparents … had 
experienced family breakdown in at 
least one of their sets of grandchildren. 

• Over a fifth of grandparents over the 
age of 70 had at least one step-
grandchild. 

• Contact between grandchildren and 
grandparents was higher than expected. 
Nearly 2/3 (64%) of grandparents lived 
within half an hour of at least one 
grandchild. 

 
This data is quoted in Growing older: Quality of 
life in Old Age, University Press 2004.  
ISBN: 0 335 21507 6, Pages 191-196. 
 
P.S. I would be interested to hear from 
Churches who have special events or services 
for Grandparents. 
 
 

How to have a Good Death 
The book opens by setting out the wide range 
of experiences of death, and the differences 
in the length of time we may consider that 
someone is dying. It continues to 
communicate the emotional issues involved in 
coming to terms with the fact that someone is 
dying, followed by information on caring for a 
dying person. The processes of bereavement 
and mourning are described.  
 
How to have a Good Death, Published by 
Dorling Kindersley. Price £12.99  
ISBN: 1405316292  
Available from bookshops or by ordering via 
the internet at www.dk.com.  
 
 
Older People in Rural England 
The commission for rural communities and 
Age Concern England have produced a 
booklet which aims to inform the future policy 
agenda for rural areas.  
 
Some statistics from the booklet: 

• 2/5 of those in rural areas are aged 
over 50. 

• ¼ are over 60. 

• 1/12 are over 75. 
 
This puts the countryside in the vanguard of 
demographic aging, and making it a testing 
ground for how the aging society of the future 
could work. 
 
The aging countryside: the growing older 
population of rural England, edited by Philip 
Lowe and Lydia Speakman. Price £14.99. 
ISBN: 0862424143. Available from:  
Age Concern Books 
Units 5 & 6 Industrial Estate 
Breckon, Powys  
LD3 8LA. 
Tel: 0870 442 2120 
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What are Old People for? 
A new book in which the author states that we 
live in a profoundly ageist society. He sets out 
to play down the cult of youth and fear of aging 
that dominate people's lives, pointing out the 
benefits of modern day longevity and 
highlighting the value of the contribution that 
older people can bring to the community. He 
goes on to say above all that older people need 
a release from boredom, and the opportunity to 
feel that they are doing something useful. 
 
What are old people for? How elders will save 
the world by William H Thomas. Published by 
VanderWyk and Burnham. Price £14.99 
ISBN: 1889242209 
Tel:  01752 202 301 
e-mail: orders@nbninternational.com  
 
 
Age Concern Report 
A new Age Concern report finds that thousands 
of pensioners can't afford an evening out, while 
a survey of over 65's reveals that 4 in 10 never 
go on holiday. 
 
What over 65's surveyed said they couldn't 
afford: 

• A day out with friends or family – 33% 

• To go out for a meal, enjoy a night in the 
pub, or entertain at home – 35% 

• A hobby – 33% 

• A holiday – 41% 
 
These figures are quoted in Age Concern's 
political bulletin April 2006. 
 
Readers may be interested to know that my 
latest Discovering Faith in Later Life No.5 
focuses on running a 'holiday at home' for older 
people during the summer holidays. 
 
 
 
 

The handbook of communication aging 
research 2nd edition  
A study has been done of the stereotypes of 
older persons held by young, middle aged 
and older adults. Here's a list of both the 
Negative and Positive Stereotypes identified:  
 
Negative stereotypes: 
 

• Severely impaired:  
Slow thinking, incompetent, feeble, 
incoherent, inarticulate, and senile. 

• Despondent:  
Depressed, sad, hopeless, afraid, 
neglected, and lonely. 

• Bad Tempered:  
Complaining, ill-tempered, prejudiced, 
demanding, inflexible, selfish, jealous, 
stubborn, and nosey.  

• Recluse: 
Quiet, timid, and naïve. 

 
Positive stereotypes 
 

• Golden Ager: 
Lively, adventurous, alert, active, 
sociable, witty, independent, well 
informed, skilled, productive, 
successful, capable, volunteer, well 
travelled, future-orientated, fun-loving, 
happy, curious, healthy, sexual, self 
accepting, health-conscious and 
courageous.  

• Perfect Grandparent: 
Interesting, kind, loving, family-
orientated, generous, grateful, 
supportive, trustworthy, intelligent, 
wise and knowledgeable.  

• John Wayne Conservative: 
Patriotic, religious, nostalgic, 
reminiscent, retired, conservative, 
emotional, mellow, determined and 
proud. 
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The study showed that positive stereotypes 
increased with the age of the perceiver. Figures 
can be found on p93.  
For further information on the nature of age 
stereotypes see:  
The handbook of communication aging 
research 2nd edition edited by Jon F Nussbaum 
and Justine Coupland. Published by Lawrence 
Erlbaum associates. Year of publication 2004 
ISBN: 0-8058-4071-0 
 
 
Economic Participation of Men 
The economic participation of men aged 60-64 
in employment has declined.  
In 1975 it stood at 84%, in 1985 it dropped to 
53%, and in 1995 50%. The figures suggest 
that less than half of the UK males aged 60-64 
are currently in paid work, compared with over 
80% in 1975. The figures were also found in 
communication and research, the book quoted 
above.  
 
 
Spirituality for the non-churched 
Age Concern England has commissioned 
Geremy Burke to explore spirituality and aging. 
He has now produced a series of secular 
celebrations available from Age Concern with 
appropriate guides attached. So far they have 
released the festivals of winter, and the festivals 
of spring, and there are others in the pipeline.  
For further information,  
e-mail   gerry.burke@ace.org.uk 
 
 
Let the People Speak 
This is a report of an independent ecumenical 
investigation examining the reasons why 
churchgoing is declining in Britain and Ireland, 
and the solutions people offer to reverse this 
decline. Included in the data are two quotes 
which I thought worth repeating: 
 
 
 

The form of liturgy used: 
"2000 individuals said that the way to attract 
older generations back to church was to 
provide them with 'the traditional liturgy', they 
knew and loved. The theme of these replies 
was an understanding that traditional liturgies 
had been abandoned in the hope that 
younger generations would be attracted to the 
Christian faith. They pointed out that generally 
this had not worked, instead new liturgies had 
alienated older generations and had failed to 
appeal to younger generations."  
 
One correspondent put it succinctly: 
"Every church should provide liturgy 
appropriate to the needs of a particular 
congregation… arrange traditional worship for 
the older members and modern for the 
young… to provide one without the other only 
causes discontentment."  
 
The Ecumenical Research Committee 
19 Glenfield Road, Betchworth,  
Surrey RH3 7HR 
www.churchsurvey.co.uk 
 
National Service Framework for Older 
People: Review of Progress 
The audit commission, commission for social 
care inspection and health care commission 
have published their joint report, Living Well in 
Later Life. This contains the review of the 
progress made by the NHS and local 
authorities in meeting the standards of the 
National Service Framework (NSF) for older 
people. A 28 page summary of the book can 
be obtained free from:  
The Health Care Commission 
Finsbury Tower 
103-105 Bunhill 
Bunhill Road 
London, EC1Y 8TG 
Tel: 0207 448 9200 
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Projections of Households for England and 
the Regions. 
The office of the deputy Prime Minister has 
published data on likely household numbers in 
2026, should past demographic changes 
continue. One interesting piece of data is that 
the number of households in England is 
projected to increase from 20.9 million in 2003 
to 25.7 million by 2026; an annual growth of 
209,000. On average, the number of one 
person households aged 55 and over is likely to 
increase by 89,000 per year.  
 
 
Enjoy the benefits of getting older 
This is a new Age Concern booklet, a guide to 
claiming your benefits. Age Concerns reportage 
for May 2006 says that up to 2 million 
pensioners are missing out on council tax 
benefits which could cut their bill by £540 per 
year.  Despite another round of soaring bills this 
month, council tax benefit is still the most 
unclaimed benefit of all – with pensioners losing 
out on up to £1.1 billion each year.  
 
Gordon Lichman, Age Concern England's 
Director General said: "Older people are still 
more likely than any other age group to miss 
out on benefits cash. The Government's own 
figures show that up to £4.1 billion is failing to 
meet the pockets of pensioners every year.  
For further information or a copy of the booklet, 
contact Hannah Pearce on:   
Tel: 020 8765 7274 
e-mail: Hannah.Pearce@ace.org.uk 
 
 
Faith in Elderly People Project [Leeds] 
This project has produced some excellent 
resource material for work with older people, 
especially for those living with dementia. In 
particular, The Wells of Life: Moments of 
worship with people with dementia, suggestions 
for action. Produced by Gaynor Hammond and 
Jackie Treetops. 
 

The contents of this resource cover: 

• Dementia and Spirituality 

• Living in the moment – hope and new 
life 

• Acts of worship 

• Knowing the person 

• The memory box and reminiscence 

• Friendship groups 

• Forgiveness and absolution 
 
A quote from canon Alan Griggs, Chairman of 
the faith in elderly people project, Leeds: 
"Gaynor Hammond and Jackie Treetops have 
considerable experience of working with 
people who have dementia, Gaynor initially as 
a nurse and Jackie as a priest. Both are 
deeply concerned that, despite their illness 
the full humanity of those with dementia 
should be known and respected, and their 
spiritual needs deepened.  
 
The authors share some of their very 
personal and often inspirational experiences 
of caring for those with dementia. These can 
inform and encourage others, whether they 
are relatives, friends, residential care staff or 
those with particular pastoral concerns.  
 
I commend this book in the confidence that 
those seeking to support people with 
dementia will find it offers re-assurance, ideas 
and above all hope." June 2004.  
 
This and other resources available from:  
29 Silverdale Avenue 
Guiseley, Leeds 
LS20 8BD 
Tel: 01943 879 320 
 
Also from the same stable, The Friendship 
Club: a practical way of caring for people with 
dementia and their carers. By Gaynor 
Hammond. 
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The booklet answers the following questions: 

• Where should the friendship club be 
held? 

• How many volunteers would we need? 

• Would they need some sort of training? 

• Which day of the week, and how long? 

• What sort of things would we do? 

• How would we fund the project? 

• What about publicity? 
 
 
Spiritual Care for Older People (SCOP): 
The extra dimension 
SCOP has recently produced a fact file, the first 
of its kind, containing five fact sheets offered as 
a way of sharing good practise in the spiritual 
care of older people.  
 
It is available, price £5, from:  
SCOP 
Board for Social Responsibility 
North HInksey 
Oxford 
OX2 0NB 
Tel: 01865 208 213 
 
 
Moving Stories: the impact of admission 
into a care home on resident's partners 
The latest Leveson Centre's newsletter Issue 
15 June 2006 draws attention to this document 
and says the partners of people who have 
moved into care homes may have ended their 
practical involvement in the physical care of 
their loved one, but the experience takes a toll 
on them physically, mentally and financially. In 
this new report from the Relatives and 
Residents Association, Alison Clarke and Les 
Bright draw on the stories of callers to the 
organisation's help line and describe the 
emotional and practical difficulties encountered. 
For copies, price £7 inc P&P:  
Tel: 020 7359 8148 e-mail:nfo@rblres.org  
 
 

Spirituality in Care 
Spirituality in Care is a rising concern and 
forms part of the national standards 
framework for improving the quality of life for 
those in care. The Leveson Centre draws 
attention to this article Ask the Experts: 
Spirituality in Care, Francis Grant, Nursing 
Older People, Volume 18, No.1, February 
2006. In this article a number of experts 
respond to the questions of spiritual care. For 
a copy: 
Tel: 01786 467 740 
e-mail: Eileen.richardson@stir.ac.uk  
 
 

News Reports 
 
Pioneer of the Fourth Age at 90 plus 
This gentleman contacted me via The 
Sheffield Centre who had heard of my 
research work and writing. On the telephone 
he described himself as ‘an old codger but 
someone who still had all his marbles but was 
a little deaf so I had to speak up’  
 
He explained that he and his wife were now 
living in a private care home in Cambridge 
and expressed his deep concern about the 
lack of spiritual care received and the 
reluctance of the church to become involved 
in this home with 47 residents and  another 
30 plus homes in the area. He described 
himself as a former missionary and his Father 
was an Anglican Priest. He wanted ideas and 
resources both to help him in his ministry to 
older people and to encourage the wider 
church and community to get involved. 
 
On receiving some material from me he wrote 
a challenging letter [12.5.06) that I thought 
worth repeating. 
 
Dear Michael, 
My dear wife and I failed in 2 efforts to e-mail 
you responsively to our excitement in Church 
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Army’s vision. Try again, maybe I can still write 
by hand! Between us we total 20 years in this 
care home – she 14, me 6. We pay more and 
more for less and less – 7% p.a. average fee 
increase; list herewith of activities started by us 
47 residents and chopped (all of them!) by 
owners in last 5 years; and that’s allowed by 
CSCI, official Inspectors. We two are lucky, but 
most of us idle away days and years in neglect. 
Last manager but one said in public “My job is 
animal husbandry”. 
 
So how best, now, to serve our blessed Lord? 
Realisation dawns of a huge demographic jump 
in our numbers. Perhaps “Ages of Man” are 
becoming (A) “Education” 0 – 20 (B) 
“Apprenticeship” 20 – 60 (C) Thereafter “Life in 
the Round” or “Living IT”. If so, and if God 
smiles on our vision, then more skills than my 
forebears (were parish priests) will be needed 
to answer God’s call in full. 
 
Such men AND WOMEN must become 
persona grata throughout care homes – e.g. 
certified handlers and pushers of wheelchairs; 
basic first aiders; CRB; AO’s of course; that 
way, as welcome visitors to residents, our 
Owners can hardly refuse them entry. They’ll 
find a huge untapped source of voluntary aid for 
others near and far, from simplest handicrafts 
through giggly essays to real erudition. Just 
think. Instead of “church” occasionally, just a 
blessed break from all-day wall-to-wall telly, it 
could become the very pinnacle for 20 of us the 
week’s fulfilling service in God’s name…Do 
take us all forward, can you? 
 
David 
 
In a separate document David lists a whole load 
of initiatives developed by the residents and 
their families for the community and church in 
order to make residents feel alive and useful 
but goes on to say that most of these activities 
have been “vetoed, skimped or stopped since a 
‘Care Homes Review’ in September 2004” They 

have been promised a professional, salaried 
Activities Organiser, two years later they are 
still waiting. “It’s been downhill, mostly until 
this very month, we fervently live in hope…” 

 
Your Letters 
 
Dear Michael, 
I met you at the Leveson Centre a year or so 
ago and really appreciate you sending on 
your interesting newsletter. I wonder if you 
would be kind enough to look over something 
with your experienced hat on… I am attaching 
an outline. We have drafted some standards 
and protocols and wonder of you would have 
a look at the spiritual aspect and comment as 
to whether we have left anything out. 
Many thanks, 
Rosemary.  
 
Dear Mike,  
Many thanks for keeping me up to date with 
your work.  
All the very best, 
Bishop of Dorchester. 
 
Mike, 
Thanks for your bulletin. It keeps me on my 
toes and helps me to see what is going on. 
David. 
 
Mike, 
Information bulletin… fascinating and 
informative as ever. I do congratulate you. I 
like the way the letters page is growing. It 
begins to feel like a live magazine, not just a 
journal of useful facts. 
Yours, 
George Lings 
 
Dear Michael, 
Thank you for sending me your excellent 
information bulletins. Receiving them has 
given me so many ideas for our nursing 
homes in Wales, and also has kept me 
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informed as to what is happening in England. I 
think the older people focus group has a very 
important role to play in mission and 
evangelism… Keep up the good work.  
Kind regards, 
Jean Cade CA 
 
 

Other resource material 
available from Church Army 
 

• Theology and Older People 

• Evangelism Made Easy – 88 ways for older 
people to enjoy their ministry! 

• Older People and Evangelism: a Training 
Manual.  

• A Guide for Working with Older People 
 
Discovering Faith in Later Life Series:  

• No. 1 Taking the church into residential care  

• homes in Eastbourne. 

• No. 2 St. Stephen’s Seniors: Christ to the 
Elderly and Lonely in East Twickenham 

• No. 3 PSALM Project for Seniors And 
Lifelong Ministry 

• No. 4 The Outlook Trust: Christian Hope 
and Encouragement for Older People.  

• No. 5 ‘Holiday at Home’ Running events for 
older people during the summer holidays. 

 
Leveson Paper No: 7 
Older People, Faith and Dementia 
24 Practical Talks for use in Care Homes 
By Chris Crosskey 
 
The late Chris Crosskey, a former Church Army 
Evangelist, and a qualified social worker, for 
sometime had been trying out different ideas for 
worship, in order to discover those ideas that 
work well and seem to connect with people 
living with dementia. This booklet offers outlines 
for 24 short-talks on a variety of themes 
together with appropriate bible readings and 
prayers.  Also included with each talk are five 

helpful communication tips for anyone 
involved in work with people living with 
dementia. 
 
Older People, Faith and Dementia is published by the 
Leveson Centre in partnership with Church Army at £6, 
including postage and packaging.  Orders including a 
cheque, made payable to The Foundation of Lady 
Kathleen Leveson, should be sent to: Temple House, 
Fen End Road, Temple Balsall, Knowle, Solihull, B93 
OAN.   
Alternatively, it can be ordered from there website: 
www.levesoncentre.org.uk. 
Leveson Centre registered charity 213618 
Church Army registered charity 226226 

 
This issue of the Information Bulletin and the 
Discovering faith in later life series are 
available on Church Army website under the 
resources link: www.churcharmy.org.uk.  
And The Sheffield Centre’s website: 
www.encountersontheedge.org.uk. 
 
 

Fundraising Support 
 
Evangelist Support Scheme 
Many people have written or emailed me to 
say how much they appreciate receiving this 
information bulletin. It occurred to me that 
agencies, churches and even individuals 
might like to support me prayerfully and 
financially. For more information please ask 
for my promotional leaflet with details about 
me and my work in researching the churches 
response to the practical and spiritual needs 
of older people. For those wishing to make a 
donation to Church Army for my work please 
quote ref 1976MCO. 

Michael Collyer CA 
Researcher: Older People. 

Exploring evangelism, spiritual needs and 
fresh expressions of church among older 

people. Member of the Sheffield Centre 
Church Army’s Research Unit 

Tel: 0114 272 7451  
Email: m.collyer@churcharmy.org.uk  


